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Arterial Scrapbook No. 1

Traffic Pattern Hasn’t Changed Much Since 1807
When James Cushney Drew Map of Little Hamlet

By M. I DONLON

When  James  Cushney
drew the first map of .the
fittle hamlet of Amsl?rdam
in 1807, he was skeiching
a patlern quite similar in
outline to the arterial plans
that has been on and off
the drawing boards of the
Utica District Office of the
New York State Depart-
ment of Public Works for
the past 15 years.

The earvliest settlers had de-
sigued  with fewer  prablems
nowever. Horse«irawn vehicles
could move along a narrow
street. Through an alley. even.
If two could not pass. on wait.
ed. The traffic movement was
slow,

Draftsman Cushney was using
different street names in some
places. but the overall paitemm
was the same. East.west traffic
paralleled the Mohawk River.
North-south vehicles were fol-
lowing the gencral direction of
the Chuctanunda Creek. There
was a bridge over the creck on
Main St. A ferry in the same
place where the now bridge is
to be built carvied travelers to
the south side of the Mohawk
River,

“Maln™ Stem Always

“Main St.'" has sprvived as
a name for the principle street
for more than a cenlury and a
half. On June 17. 1881, the
members of the Common Coun-
cil thought thal “‘Broadwax”
would be more appropriale. A
few days later. before Amster-
damians could get accustomed
to the new name, the movor
had vetoed the idea. Main St
it has remained,

Other difficrences are
readily scen in sludy of the
firsl map. Marke!l St was
“Pleasant.,”” Grove St was
“Green™ and High St wwas
"North," white Cherry St
was “South St

There are other fealures of | ““Veddersburg.”
the old map that are worth a} Indian names like Chuctanunda
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save long Yeen: Main and Mar-
Ket: Main and Church:  and
Markel and  Division. They
made up the focal arcas from
the days when the horse car
lines were Iuid out. They are
due lo undergo major surgery
as, arterials are constructed to
carry moter traffic of the fu-
ture through the heart of the
city.

From the year when the
word *'arterial” was heard
for the Hrst Ume, there
bave heen those who have
malintained (and il do)
that the center of the fown
should he left as Is and
through traffie should go
around,

These dissenters were hope.
ful until recentiy. In facl. they
were hopeful until Feb. 17 of
this year when the State of New
York anncunced award of a
contracl to the Pelnik Wreck-
ing Co. of Yorkville 10 demolish
67 buildings. most of them in
the heart of the business sec-
tion

Starting Over Again

When these struclures are
out of the way~—their complete
disappearance scheduled for
December — the communily
hublders will starl over again
much in the same manner as
was done in the carly 1800's.
There will be mew buitdings,
but erected clsewhere because
much of the old business see-
tion will be given over to mod.
crnized highways for faster-
moving {raffic.

Even the bridge program re.
calls problems of a century or a
century-arnd-a-half ago. First
needed is a new bridge across
the Mohawk. The Chuctaminda
Creck. where one bridge suf-
ficed for the Mohawk Turnpike
al the beginning of the 19th
cenlury, will require the two
present crossings and another
half-dozén bridges hetween the

The numcrous parceds of prop-!spellers who a century and-a-'the dates of 1852, 1868 may be! river and the Market-Shuler

erty bearing the name of Ve | half
der shed enlightenment onjcalled uwpon o conquer
choice of the orizinal name of' “Tjouulhtenonndz.”

Evolution of Three Focul Points

Mier | Amsterdam  maps  of

ago would have been seen in the Montgomery County

Department

r ! intersection,
of Archives and,

Of all the face-lifting changes

| the development of the com-; that the community will under-

" munity is easily lraced,
Principal  intersections

: go, nothing will be more con.
in| spicuous than Amsterdam's new

second look by Amsterdamians.|should terrorize modern mis., subsequent years and bearing, point of commercial interest| and expensive bridgework,



